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Message from the Editor :
In 2014, the English banker who was charged for murdering two
Indonesian migrant sex workers was found guilty and sentenced to
life imprisonment. He made an
appeal at the Court of Appeal.
He claimed that trial judge did
not give clear directions on
points of law to the jurors, and
he was not treated fairly. He
demanded to dismiss the
conviction. Yet, the law is fair.
The Court of Appeal stated that
trial judge gave clear directions
and did not make any mistake.
His appeal was rejected. Finally
the two migrant sex workers
murdered by this banker could
rest in peace. The bad guy who
killed them received his
punishment.
Moreover, in early April, two
police officers were found
stealing $3000 from one
migrant sex worker in an
(Newspaper clipping: Apple Daily)
anti-vice operation. Their moves
were also videotaped. The police
management said that they would deal with the case seriously. Two
police officers were therefore arrested.
Zi Teng Newsletter April 2018 61st Issue

P.

1

The judge will severely
punish the people who
hurt sex workers, and
the police management
does not shield their
colleagues. To us, they
can serve as an effective
tool in empowering sex
workers. When sex
workers believe that the
law enforcement
department and the
Judiciary will fairly handle
(Newspaper clipping: Oriental Daily)
all the cases and punish all
law-breakers, they will be more willing to stand up for their rights.
Below is the number of cases where sex workers face the violence
from clients and police in the past 4 months.
Client/criminal violence

Police violence/abuse
Arbitrary arrest
Verbal threat and insult
Forced or coaxed to sign the
statement
Deprived of basic rights

18 cases
4 cases
2 cases

Denial of payment
Theft
Physical assault

6 cases
1 case
3 cases

3 cases

Candid camera

8 cases

Unnecessary use of authority
Neglect of dut y
Theft

1 cases
5 cases
2 cases

Counterfeit notes
Fraud
Privacy violation

2cases
2 cases
1 case

Harassment
Robbery
Condom removed

2 cases
2 cases
2 cases

Intimidation
Properties damaged

2 cases
2 cases

Boss violence
Intimidation

1 case

Properties damaged

2 case
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Our work and movement:
Hong Kong
Contents of newsletter
Starting from 2018, you will find that there are some differences in the contents of the Zi Teng
newsletters. We not only will share with you our
work, we also want to let you know more about the
different sides of migrant sex workers. Hence, apart
from the actual working experiences of migrant sex
workers in different destinations, we will also try to
share the other sides of migrant sex workers with
you, like their dreams, their relation with husbands
and lovers, their thoughts on sex work or on the
industry, their experiences with police and clients,
and so on.
(Image: http://weili.ooopic.com)

Besides, we will try to introduce you to different sex worker communities all over the world. We
hope that you will develop more new thoughts about sex workers after reading our newsletters.
Breach a condition of stay?
Sandy (pseudonym) is the owner of a foot massage parlour. Last time, her younger sister and niece
traveled to Hong Kong. Her sister came on a tourist visa and her niece came here for family visit.
As Sandy lives in the massage parlour, her relatives also stay at the same massage parlour. After
staying in Hong Kong for 7 days, Sandy’s sister was about to go home. Her niece also came to the
massage parlour once again to meet her aunts after sending her child to school. Sandy left her
relatives and the massage worker in the massage parlour to collect the laundry for her sister. While
Sandy’s sister was chatting with her niece, one man an one woman came rang the doorbell. They
stopped chatting and opened the door for the customers. The customers requested for massage
service, so Sanday’s sister woke up the massage worker, who was taking a nap. The massage
worker provided foot massage for the woman with her companion waited aside. After the service,
the woman customer paid money to the massage worker and left. Later, 4 persons from the Labour
Department came in for identity check. They realized that Sandy’s sister and niece was not Hong
Kong resident. They called the police. At the same moment, Sandy came back. Three of them were
taken to the police station, and later to the Immigration Department. Sandy was alleged of hiring
illegal workers, whereas her sister and niece were alleged of working illegally in Hong Kong. They
at first denied the allegations, but Sandy’s sister and niece eventually pleaded guilty. They were
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sentenced for 6-week imprisonment. Sandy was lucky that the police at last stopped making her
sign the recognizance. She was not
charged, but the truth was that, when
her sister and niece were in jail,
someone probably from the Police or
the Immigration Department visited
them, and tried to ‘convince’ them to
testify Sandy. Yet, her sister and niece
ignored that person. As a result, both
the police and the Immigration
Department had to drop the charge for
the lack of ‘enough evidence’.
(Image: h ttp :/ /i ll eg al - i m mi g r a tio n.b iz / fa q /sp eci al / sp ec ia l_ 6 . ht ml )

Sandy and the massage worker are still puzzled as to why two women are charged. They also feel
wronged. Sandy’s sister and niece are not involved in any business of the foot massage parlour.
They are also not the one providing service or collecting the service charge. Yet, as far as they by
coincidence open the door for the customers, they are considered as ‘working’ in Hong Kong. They
have to go to jail for breaching the condition of stay.
We always believe that the more sex workers understand their legal rights, the better they can
protect them. We therefore insist to teach sex workers about Hong Kong law and the basic rights.
However, it is not that easy to let them understand how the laws are executed. Sometimes what they
think is the natural reaction may become the reason why they break the law.
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Stories/experiences of Migrant Chinese sex workers
Shenzhen
‘Just like a television drama’
Wai wai (pseudonym) looks like a university student. You can’t imagine that she is almost 30 years
old. Wai wai has been working in the sex industry for several years and she has met many different
kinds of customers. The most impressive one is the one who hits her eye. She felt the most helpless
and afraid that time.
That day, Wai wai just went back to the shop. She told her boss she would not go out to work. Yet,
one customer insisted to have Wai wai to go to his place in the midnight. Though she refused him
several times, as long as the customer promised to drive her back to the shop, she agreed to go to
his place. After the service, Wai wai was about to leave, but the customer suddenly became angry.
Wai wai quickly apologized and comforted him ‘I can also stay here with you till morning, so don’t
get angry’. However, the customer kept yelling at Wai wai. He also beat her and kicked her with his
knee. Wai wai was scared and could not even make a noise. The customer pushed Wai wai to the
door and asked her to get out of
his place. Wai wai desperately
wanted to leave that place. When
she was about to leave, the
customer punched her eye. Wai
wai screamed and started to run
after kicking the customer. She
had not time to put on her shoes
and quickly ran downstairs to the
car park from the sixth floor. She
found a truck and hid herself

(Image: https://www.thenbs.com)

behind the truck, closing her mouth with her hands.
‘Just like a television drama, there was not anyone on the road. Sometimes there was a car but I was
afraid that was his car so I hid for an hour. My tears never stopped and I could not see well. I was
afraid that he would find me. Haft an hour later, I saw a taxi and I quickly ran to it. The driver
scolded me for running to his taxi dangerously. I begged him to let me get in his taxi. There was
another woman in the taxi. She also begged the driver for me and I was allowed to get in. I can only
rely on myself to escape from danger. I really feel insecure.’
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Linking with the world
Scotland
Mourn for Laura
Laura Lee passed away on 7th February 2018. The news was brought by her daughter on 8th
February.

(Image: Getty Images Europe)

Laura was keen to fight for sex workers’ rights and decriminalization of sex work. She worked a lot
to fight against laws that criminalize sex work in Ireland and Scotland. Recently she applied for
judicial review of the criminalization of clients in Northern Ireland, as she well understood that the
law would only push sex workers to work more underground, increase sex workers’ vulnerability to
dangers.
Laura’s contribution is highly appreciated by the sex workers community. When the sad news came
out, many sex workers organizations released statements and mourned her death. There is also a
crowdfunding campaign aiming to raise money for Laura’s funeral and to provide financial support
for her daughter. You can access to
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/glasgaelauralee?utm_id=66&utm_term=8azJDPzwd for
more details or show your support.
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What is happening in sex workers community?
USA
#StopSESTA, #SurvivorsAgainstSESTA, #LetUsSurvive
Have you ever seen these hashtags on the social media platforms? Do you know what they stand
for?
They are used in a grassroots movement launched by sex workers and survivors of trafficking, and
the movement is aimed to resist SESTA-FOSTA.
SESTA and FOSTA are the acts in the United States. SESTA stands for “the Stop Enabling Sex
Traffickers Act”, and FOSTA stands for “Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act of 2017”. FOSTA was
passed by the House of Representatives in February this year, aimed to criminalize the online
platform providers who ‘facilitate sex trafficking’, and the users of these platforms. SESTA is a bill
closely related to FOSTA, in which the victims of trafficking can use civil suits to sue the websites
where there are contents ‘facilitating sex trafficking’.
Sex workers and sex workers organizations oppose both
acts, as the acts will only force the social media
companies to censor all information and discussions
about sex work. Information about sex workers’
occupational health and safety may be removed from the
social media. Sex workers and the trafficked victims may
also lose the space to talk about the experiences of
violence and exploitation. In this case, just like what the
spokesperson from the Sex Workers’ Project said, “if
these bills pass, sex workers will die”.

(Image: http://thetailoredentrepreneur.com)

List of Donors (1/2018 – 4/2018)
January

March

Lo Cuing Wai

2,000

Anonymities

9,300

馮智活
Anonymities

900
1,700

February

April

Anonymities

彭建夫
Anonymities

11,600

2,000
33,000

We apologize for any omissions!!
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Application for Membership
Name:

Age:

Occupation:

Gender:

Telephone: (H)

(O):

e-mail:
Address:

I am willing to join the following activities:
Publication
Data Collection
I would like to donate monthly:
$100
$200
$1,000
or once

Research

$300

Others

$500

My donation is paid by:
Cheque: (cheque number)
Cash deposited into: Hang Seng Bank A/C 232-8-085580 (Account Name: Zi Teng)
Mail:
Hong Kong Post Office Headquarters P.O. Box 7450
Fax:
852 - 2390 4628
Tel: 852 - 2332 7182

Zi Teng
Hong Kong Post Office Headquarters P.O. Box 7450
Tel
: 852 - 2332 7182
E-mail
: ziteng@hkstar.com
Website : http://www.ziteng.org.hk
Blog
: http://blog.ziteng.org.hk
Twitter
: https://twitter.com/Zi_Teng_hk

Air Mail

Printed Matter
st
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