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Message from the Editor :
In February, a Senator in California proposed a new bill that
prohibited the police from arresting sex workers who reported serious
crime like sexual assault, human trafficking, blackmail, kidnapping,
robbery. He commented, “We’re all worse off when crime victims do
not feel safe coming forward, for fear of arrest. This legislation is
about protecting victims and increasing public safety. Too many sex
workers are victimized, and the last thing we need is for sex workers
to be further victimized by being arrested when they report a crime.”

(Captured Image︰http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov)
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We express our deep appreciation to the Senator. He not only
concerns sex workers’ safety, also understands how their crime
information facilitates police’s work. Nevertheless, sex workers in
Hong Kong such as sex workers providing massage service, massage
workers, migrant sex workers, seldom report to the police even they
face serious crime. They prefer bearing the harassment from the
perpetuators and criminals than seeking help from police, or simply
complain to support groups, as they fear that the police may arrest
them. In fact, it is not rare to see how sex workers are transformed
from victims to defendants.
Though this bill is not yet passed, when sex workers can report to the
police without worry, it helps the police to fight crime more effectively.
There will also be more trust and improved relationship between
police and sex workers.
Below is the number of complaints about violence from sex workers in the past 4 months.
Client/criminal violence

Police violence/abuse
Free sexual service
Free massage service before arrested
Police break into house without
warrant
Arbitrary arrest

9 cases Intimidation
9 cases Denial of payment
35 cases Candid camera
268 cases Telephone harassment

2 cases
2 cases
65 cases
1 case

Verbal threat and insult

7 cases Robbery

2 cases

Indecent assault

2 cases Condom removed

1 case

Obstructing the course of justice

2 cases

Force/coax into signing the statement

3 cases

Deprived of Basic rights

2 cases Harassment

Unnecessary use of authority
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1 case Verbal threat

1 case
1 case
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Our work and movement:
Hong Kong
Victimizing the innocent
In the case of migrant sex workers, even the police do not have enough evidence, when they see any
Chinese woman possessing two-way permit waiting or standing in the streets or areas where there
are many migrant sex workers, they see the woman breaching the condition of stay and take to the
police station until deportation. Throughout these years, police victimization of the innocent without
valid reason has never changed.

Recently, we received a complaint from one man, telling us how his girlfriend was taken to the
police station in the above way. She was also deported back to China and now allowed to enter
Hong Kong in 2 years.
That day, his girlfriend
just waited him to
dinner in the street, but
she was arrested by the
police and charged for
‘breaching

the

condition of stay’. She
did deny she came to
Hong Kong for the job.
She

also

tried

to

contact but the police
did not let her to do so.
They only asked her to
sign

the

document.

Since his girlfriend did
not understand what
was

happening

and

unaware of her rights,
she pleaded guilty to
illegally working in

(Newspaper clipping: Oriental Daily)

Hong Kong.
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Recently, Zhou (pseudonym) who worked in a foot massage parlor was also targeted by some
ambitious police officers. They made Zhou wait in a room, and later in the living room. When Zhou
entered the room, she found a police woman searching her handbag. Zhou quickly cried loudly,
‘why are you searching my bag when I am not here?

Are you going to put drugs in my bag to set me up?’ One sergeant immediately came up to say sorry
to Zhou about the wrongdoings of his colleague. Later, Zhou heard from two coworkers, who
provided services for the undercover agents, that the police had tried to force them to testify Zhou
as the owner of the massage parlor, even though Zhou simply worked on part-time basis.

One only comes to Hong Kong to meet her boyfriend and wait in the street, but she becomes selling
sex and soliciting in Hong Kong
illegally; one is not working at all but
the

police

and

Immigration

Department concludes that she is a
migrant sex worker illegally working
in Hong Kong simply based on her
nationality and where she stays; one
is just a part-time worker who seldom
shows up, but she is almost testified
as the boss……10 more years ago,
we once criticized the police for
victimizing the innocent, and we see
that the situation remains unchanged.
As long as the police have no regard
to public opinions and criticism, the
government also refuses to set up an
independent mechanism to handle
police complaints, as an ordinary
citizen, what can we to do stop police
officers victimizing the innocent?
(Newspaper clipping: Oriental Daily)
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Stories/experiences of Migrant Chinese sex workers
Shenzhen
‘Thanks to working in the sex industry, I would have gained nothing
if I did not enter the industry’
Meti (pseudonym) has been working in the sex industry for 20 years. Since she works as a sex
worker, she has her flat and pension, which prepared her better for retirement. Who dares to say that
sex workers are unable to plan for their future?
‘The biggest achievement throughout these years was to improve the living standard of my family.
For example, if I were not working in the industry, I could not buy a flat for my son or have my own
pension and flat.
‘My husband did not take care of the family. We were very poor. We also did not have enough food.
Even when we had our child, he still made no change. I left home and worked later. I had been
working for 4 years as a waitress. I remember I had saved RMB7000 at that time. I went home once
but when I tried to get another job I could not find any. Hence, I worked as a hostess in a small
restaurant. When customers came, I would provide them service. Later I thought that it was
embarrassing to do this job, as I was raised in a conservative old family, but still I entered the sex
industry. Though it was sex industry, I still though I had made a correct decision. If I did not choose
this job, you would have very little savings by working as an ordinary worker.
I do not mean I am happy to choose this job. Thanks to working in the sex industry, I would have
gained nothing if I did not enter the industry. Imagine that when you are old, it is good to have a flat,
pension, and I also get a flat for my son. If I did not choose this way, I would not have any saving,
do you think I can earn so much money?
When I retire, I still want to live for myself. Of course it will be great to have a partner. I will not
live with my son to avoid conflict. I want freedom, and go anywhere I want to go. When I grow old,
it depends on the attitudes of my son. If he is rude to me, I
can go to the elderly home or hire a maid, and make
another plan for myself. I will take care of my flat and
pension. I really think this way. It will be great to have
someone staying beside me. This will be perfect. He should
also have a flat and pension. He cannot live on mine.’
(Image h ttp://www.go vernin g.co m/top ics/mg mt/go v-retire men t-ine qua lity-sa vings-gap. html)
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Linking with the world
Australia
Respect Inc
Last time, we received the mail from an Australian friend. She told us she worked with another
organization, and she would like us to help translating the information sheet about sex industry to
Chinese, so that Chinese sex workers working there but not understanding English can understand
better the environment they are working, and other relevant information as well. Her new job is
with Respect Inc, a sex worker organization.
Respect In is a non-profit organization. One of their jobs is to protect and promote the rights, health
and wellbeing of sex workers in Queensland. They have offices in Brisbane, Cairns, Townsville and
Gold Coast. Only sex workers are allowed to visit the offices, sex workers can feel more
comfortable and relaxed as a result.
Respect Inc provides services for sex
workers to address sex workers’
needs and wants, such as selling
supplies, organizing workshops on
skills and health information. Not
only English and Chinese, Respect
Inc also translate the information
about the industry to Thai and
Korean to meet the needs of sex
workers of different ethnicities. Sex
workers will then overcome the
language barrier to understand the
local working situation.

mage: https://respectqld.org.au/what-is-respect-inc/)
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What is happening in sex workers community?
Canada
“Chocolate or Chicken Bones”
Chocolate or Chicken Bones – This is the title of the photo exhibition organized by SWAN, the
organization that cares about migrant
sex workers.
SWAN organized this exhibition to let
the public understand that sex workers
are not the same as the way the public
imagines.

They

are

independent

individuals who have their own stories.
Just like one of the photographers
explained, people often think that sex
workers are sweet as chocolates whom
they can always swallow and consume.
However, sex workers are more like
chicken bones that can stuck in

(Image: SWAN Facebook)

people’s throat.
The exhibition lasted through a month. 50 photos were displayed. All photos were taken by 5
Chinese immigrants and migrant sex workers who moved to live in Canada. There were different
themes such as travelling, animals, food. Through the photos, sex workers told the public their
thoughts and experiences. The photos were captioned in English and Chinese, to let the public
understand the stories behind the photos more easily.

List of Do nors ( 1 /20 1 9 – 4 /20 1 9 )
january

Anonymities

16,401

February.

Anonymities

8,601

March

Anonymities

11,251

April

Anonymities

9,500

We apologize for any omissions!!
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Application for Membership
Name:

Age:

Occupation:

Gender:

Telephone: (H)

(O):

e-mail:
Address:

I am willing to join the following activities:
Publication
Data Collection
I would like to donate monthly:
$100
$200
$1,000
or once

Research

$300

Others

$500

My donation is paid by:
Cheque: (cheque number)
Cash deposited into: Hang Seng Bank A/C 232-8-085580 (Account Name: Zi Teng)
Mail:
Hong Kong Post Office Headquarters P.O. Box 7450
Fax:
852 - 2390 4628
Tel: 852 - 2332 7182

Zi Teng
Hong Kong Post Office Headquarters P.O. Box 7450
Tel
: 852 - 2332 7182
E-mail
: ziteng@hkstar.com
Website : http://www.ziteng.org.hk
Blog
: http://blog.ziteng.org.hk
Twitter
: https://twitter.com/Zi_Teng_hk

Air Mail
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